SOUTHAMPTON COMMON PLAN, 2019 – 2030
A people’s common for the 21st century
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Introduction
Southampton Common Forum (SCF) has today published its draft plan, A People’s Common for the 21st Century, for the period 2019-2030.
SCF is very grateful for the contributions it has received from Council officers but notes that the Council will be conducting a full public consultation on the
plan at the end of May on the plan prior to any Council endorsement.
The draft plan (‘the plan’) takes account of the 2017 on-line survey conducted by the Forum which attracted nearly 2,200 responses from across
Southampton, feedback from members on an earlier draft, and a number of meetings and workshops over the past two years, as well as discussions with
Council officers.
Copies of the recent feedback and the report on the 2017 survey can be found on the Forum’s website; www.southamptoncommonforum.org.
The Forum is very grateful to all those who have contributed to the work so far and looks forward to deepening its engagement with the general public as the
plan is developed through more detailed implementation plans to make it operational.
From these various discussions, a number of things seem clear:
1. There is almost universal recognition of the enormous value of The Common as a central resource for the City, which is crucial for the achievement of
the City’s objectives, and one of the real jewels in Southampton’s crown.
2. There is also wide acceptance that unless major steps are taken to improve resourcing, management and governance, the condition of The Common
will continue to deteriorate and its great potential to benefit all the people of Southampton will be unfulfilled.
3. There is wide support for the Vision at the centre of the plan, the five main Outcomes, and the supporting Priorities.
4. There is also general agreement that The Common should remain as a common and not become, or be treated as, an urban ‘parks and gardens’ park.
This means that any changes under the plan should be evolutionary, preserving The Common’s ‘natural’ character, and keeping it as a public space
held and managed to meet the needs of all the people of Southampton in the 21st century.
5. This, in turn, will need more active and responsive management. Although The Common is valued as a ‘natural’ space, The Common as it is now
reflects much deliberate human management and intervention over many centuries to meet a variety of City needs, and this will continue.
Paradoxically, the more ‘natural’ and species-rich The Common is desired to be, the more action will be needed to achieve it. There is indeed a very
clear risk that if it is left unmanaged, The Common could revert to poor quality, low value scrub woodland.
6. It will require considerable effort to enhance and maintain – and where necessary create – a wider range of habitats. It will also require a careful and
thoughtful approach to balancing the various needs and uses, where they conflict. In particular, balancing The Common’s primary purpose for
recreation with safeguarding its special biodiversity, both of which are protected under legislation.
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For the purposes of this plan The Common consists of Southampton Common identified by Southampton City Council on its Common Land map 1 and the
Hawthorns.
The draft plan is intended to be a first but major step towards placing The Common on a sustainable footing: ‘meeting the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs’ (see the report on Park and Recreation Sustainability Practices by The National Recreation
and Park Association 2).
Southampton Common Forum Management Committee

1
2

https://www.southampton.gov.uk/council-democracy/land-charges/common-land-map.aspx
https://www.nrpa.org/contentassets/f768428a39aa4035ae55b2aaff372617/sustainability-survey-report.pdf.

April 2018
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THE VISION: A PEOPLE’S COMMON FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

The Common will be an inspirational example of an attractive, green urban space dedicated to the benefit of
Southampton’s people of all ages, backgrounds and interests.
A place where residents and visitors come together for recreation and education; enjoy its natural beauty, sustain and
appreciate its plants, wildlife and cultural heritage.
Citizens, public and private organisations will be united in their care of it for present and future generations.
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WHAT OUTCOMES DO WE WANT TO ACHIEVE?
Outcome
A. Increase people’s usage & enjoyment of The Common.
B. Improve the facilities for recreation & education.
C. Increase the proportion of open and accessible space.
D. Increase biodiversity whilst safeguarding species
deemed nationally to be in need of special protection.
E. Improve paths, access and safety.

Why is this important?
This will improve the benefits of The Common as a shared amenity
space for all the citizens of Southampton and their visitors.
This is in keeping with the primary purpose of The Common as
recreation for the citizens of Southampton enshrined in the 1865
Southampton Marsh & Markets Act.
This will expand the space available for recreation, create long
vistas and improve safety.
This will safeguard the flora and fauna of The Common, enhancing
the SSSI and protecting its natural character.
This will make The Common more accessible for all of
Southampton’s people.

5

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO?
Outcome
A. Increase peoples’ usage &
enjoyment of The Common.
Delivered by a
Community Engagement Plan

B. Improve the facilities for
recreation & education.
Delivered by a
Recreation & Education Plan

C. Increase the proportion of
open and accessible space.
Delivered by a
Landscape & Heritage Plan

Priorities
i.

Increase the number and diversity of users of The Common compatible with
sustaining its natural character.

ii.

Increase the variety of activities enjoyed by users, including family and community
events.

iii.

Improve the quality of the experience of visitors to The Common.

iv.

Increase the awareness of the benefits and amenities of The Common.

v.

Increase the involvement of Southampton citizens in the governance of The
Common.

vi.

Increase voluntary non-financial contributions by Southampton citizens, community
groups, organisations and businesses.
Improve the play facilities for children and their families.

i.
ii.

Establish the Hawthorns as an attractive modern hub for education and information
about The Common and the natural environment.

iii.

Increase the opportunities across The Common for learning about its historical
features and the natural environment.

iv.

Improve the facilities for eating and drinking.

v.

Improve the facilities for exercise, well-being and quiet contemplation.

vi.

Improve the benefits and reduce the detriments of organised events.

i.

Increase the amount of accessible space to improve safety, expand the space
available for recreation and create long vistas across and beyond The Common.

ii.

Create a greater range of natural spaces including woodland glades and wildflower
meadows.

iii.
iv.

Diversify woodland through conserving high quality trees, managing the under
storey and limiting the encroachment of saplings and scrub on open space and
paths.
Enhance the landscape contribution of the main bodies of water and the natural
streams and artificially created ‘drains’.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

How will we measure
success?

Periodic surveys of Southampton citizens about their
use and experience of The Common.
Periodic visitor surveys.
Estimates of number and home location of users.
Number and nature of voluntary contributions (e.g.,
total hours) per annum, including the number of
volunteer days.

Periodic surveys of Southampton citizens about their
use and experience of The Common.
Periodic assessment of the nature and quality of
facilities.
Periodic survey of number of students (of all ages)
using The Common for recreation and/or education.

Periodic assessments of trees and plants.
Periodic assessments of heritage and cultural artefacts.
Periodic surveys of Southampton citizens about their
use and experience of The Common.
Proportion of The Common that is high quality
woodland.
Proportion of The Common that is open and accessible
space.
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D. Increase biodiversity whilst
safeguarding species deemed
nationally to be in need of
special protection.
Delivered by a
Biodiversity Plan

E. Improve paths, access and
safety.
Delivered by an
Amenity Plan

v.

Identify and secure the health and longevity of specimen trees and plants that have
the potential to make a significant landscape contribution.

vi.

Ensure the effective recording and conservation of heritage artefacts, including the
medieval boundaries, Victorian features and wartime relics.
Enhancing the benefits of The Common’s SSSI status for both the flora and fauna
and users.

i.
ii.

Increase the diversity of habitats and species on The Common.

iii.

Work with partners who have an interest and expertise in biodiversity on The
Common, e.g., Natural England.

iv.

Increase public awareness and engagement in the importance of biodiversity to The
Common.

i.

Improve the safety of users of The Common, especially after dark, through
increasing both the natural light and street lighting along the main paths.

ii.

Make the entrances more welcoming, open and accessible and improve and secure
The Common’s boundaries against encroachment.

iii.

Improve accessibility across The Common for disadvantaged users.

iv.

Improve transport links to make it more accessible to people from across the City.

v.

Improve signage and information, including a Code of Conduct for users to improve
the amenity of The Common for everyone.

vi.

Improve the facilities for green travel and reduce conflicts between cyclists and
pedestrians.

vii.

Improve waste management on The Common.

viii.

Increase the toilet facilities on The Common.

•
•
•

•
•
•

Periodic surveys of Southampton citizens about their
use and experience of The Common.
Periodic surveys of flora and fauna.
Assessment by English Nature of status of SSSI’s.

Periodic surveys of Southampton citizens about their
use and experience of The Common.
Estimate of users involved in green travel.
Periodic statements of the nature and quality of
facilities.
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THE OUTCOMES WILL BE:
Enabled by:
• Sustainably increasing and diversifying the total resources available for the maintenance and
improvement of The Common.
• Making governance more transparent and more directly accountable to users and stakeholders.
• Improving the management of The Common so it is more efficient and effective.
• Sustainable environmental policies and best practices for managing The Common.
Delivered through detailed plans for:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Community Engagement
Recreation & Education
Landscape & Heritage
Biodiversity
Amenity
Sustainable Resourcing
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WHAT DO SOUTHAMPTON RESIDENTS SAY ABOUT THEIR COMMON?
In 2017 nearly 2,200 residents from across the City said3:
• They appreciate The Common as a natural green space in the heart of the City, which they use for a wide
variety of activities important to their physical and mental well-being.
• They want better:
o Children’s play facilities 4
o Provision of public toilets
o Litter and waste management
o Street lighting and personal safety
o Quality of the footpaths
o Maintenance and resources
o Condition of the lakes and Hawthorns Urban Wildlife Centre
o Management of biodiversity
o Management of organised events
o Eating & drinking facilities
• They want measures to reduce conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists and dog walkers.

3
4

Southampton Common Survey 2017, Southampton Common Forum, http://www.southamptoncommonforum.org/survey.html
The new children’s play area was under construction during the period of the survey.
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KEY FACTS & FIGURES:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The Common is owned by Southampton City Council who hold it in trust for use by the people of Southampton for recreation.
The Common is a valued amenity accessible to the great majority of Southampton residents:
o It is appreciated and used (at least once a month) by residents who live within 3.58 km (2.2 miles) of The Common who
mostly use it on a weekly basis.
o It is readily accessible to the 162,000 city residents (63% of the city’s population) who live within 3.58km.
o It is not the preserve of the residents in its immediate vicinity.
The users of The Common reflect the overall ethnic diversity of the City, as measured in the 2011 census.
The Common is most popular with City residents from 30 to 69 years old:
o 30 to 39 year olds are the largest user group often comprising young families with children.
The Common significantly supports green travel in the City:
o The second most popular activity (after walking) is commuting by foot or bike.
The Common is larger than Hyde Park, with an area of 365 acres.
The Common has existed for over a millennium.
221 acres (61%) of The Common was designated a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 1987 in recognition of its national
nature conservation importance.
The Common is protected by legislation including:
o The 1844 Southampton Marsh Act states that The Common should be public land for public advantage of the inhabitants of
Southampton. The Southampton Marsh and Markets Act 1865 provided that the Common be devoted and kept exclusively as
a park, garden, pleasure ground, playground and other open space for the general and public advantage of the inhabitants of
Southampton.
o Southampton Corporation Acts of 1910, 1931 and 1971 establish the byelaws that govern public use of The Common:
Including placing constraints on closures to a maximum of 21 consecutive days, a maximum of 60 days and a maximum of 50
acres; prohibiting the erection of buildings, and severely restricting vehicles on The Common.
o The Hampshire Act 1983 and Law of Property Act 1925 also restricts the use of The Common.
o The Commons Act 2006 requires that Common land should be open and accessible to the public.
The Common, as the largest open space in Southampton, attracts 10,000’s of people each year from across the City and beyond to
enjoy a range of large events including pop concerts, fairs and races that together generate significant revenue for the City.
Each Saturday morning over a 1,000 people run on The Common; the second largest parkrun in the UK.
121 species of birds have been observed on The Common in the last 30 years.
23,000 birds have been ringed at The Hawthorns; 3,600 Blackcaps being the most numerous.
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